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LETTER A. 


70 4 CORRESPONDENT IN AMERICA, 


@’ THE EXPENCES, THE TAXES, &c. 


through those numerous errors, with 
to your country, into which I see others of 
my countrymen continually falling. 
OF! “I am happy, that you have not galled 


GREAT BRITAIN, COMPARED WITH J gpon. me. for opinions j that you have not 


THOSE OF AMERICA. 


called upon me for conchasions, drawn from 


Botley, England, Nov. 15, 1814. pigew that I am to state ; that you con- 


Dear $1r,—Your request would, long 


your request to an account of mere 


ago, have heen attended to, if I had -had} facts; that you have .not wished to expose 


more leisure far the task. For your 
laable information, relative to -your a 


va-}me to the mortification of seeing the effort 
i-|of my facts destroyed, or perverted, by 


culture, your flgcks, and’ your manulac-| the superior talents of those, who might, 


tures, I am much obliged to you ; and, if| with merciless hands, lay foul of my feeble’ 
the two countries were at peace, you should | attempts at an application of these facts to 
receive from=me all the useful information, | the sustaining of any political theory, It 
which at is in-tay power to give you upon! is, I perfeetly agree. with you, the best 


several heads, whieh I shall not touch upon 


in a letter passing through the press, 


which, I hope, the restoration of harmon 
hetween our two countries, may,. in a year 


or two, at most, make it convenient 
me to commupicate.to you through the 


dinary chayael of the ‘post. ae 13a > i 
You wish to know what is the amo 







and fairest way, in such a case, to content 
myself with bare facts, leaving the reader, 
Whether public or private, to draw his own 
conclusions, because the poimts of contro-. 
for| versy, if any arise, cau be at once de- 
or-| cided ; andy because that reader, wlio i¢ 
ers tent. to draw just conclusions 
unt | from facts clearly stated, is not worth the 


“ 


of the annual expences of our Government ;| attention of the weiter, and is of little. 


what is the amount of the taxes paid to 


the | more consequence in society than a- worm 


Goverament ; what is the amount of our | or a fly. 


poor rates; what is the amount of 


our| In speaking of the EXPENCES 6f our 


tythes ; and you wish me to shew the com-| Government, [ mast confine myself to the 
parison between these and the expences and | annual expences, and, in this case, to the 
taxes in America. .Youulso wish to have | Jast year’s expenees ; that is to say, the 
my account of the state of the people here ;| year which ended on’ the 5th Jahuary, 
or, in plainer term’, you wish to know,/1824, As, in’ the comparative part of 
how we stand as to mode of living, and as} my statement, I must speak of dollars on 


to crimes and punishments, compared with 


the people of your Re 


your side and of pounds sterling on our 
side, I will, for the sake of easier assimi« 
be} lation, take the dollar at five shillings, in-. 
my| stead of four s/ullings and sixpence, which 
{ is its real sterling value. But the state 3. 
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the year ending on the 5thof Janvary, 
js14, the total sum _— was 
113,968,610f, #GS.-10id. 1 speak from 
documeats, taid before the Hot, of Com- 
mons, and therefore, L run no risk of 
error or of contradiction, ‘This. was thé 
total sum, exclusive of the expenditure be- 


longing to Ireland. To go into a detad as} 


to the several particulars would fill five or 


six Numbers ef my Recisrer ; but the | 


great Aeeds of the expenditure it may be 
worth your while to know. These were as 
fello 


Charge « on <igatat Sanah of the 
National Debdt for me ¢ £41,997,575 17 53 
POO Bose sits Suave 
Ci Bs cn ess ov oe ds « 1,028,009 0 0 
Courts of Justice, Mint,” 
Salaries & Allowances, t 234,937 19 74 
Bounties. ....... ...- 
Allowaace :o Members of 
the Royal Family, Pea- 332,412 7 43 
_ Stoms, Re i a 
vil List of Scotiand . 113,176 4 8 
ther Bounties and Pen 
sions, and Militia sa} $91,056 1 113 
Deserters’ Warrants... 
OO eee 91,996,624 9 45 
Ordaance .......csecese $,404,527 11 11 
BE es ods cwtcneneaght 29,469,520 10 $ 
Remittances to other 
Countries, Hanover, E 9 
Austria, Prussia, and 15,994,852 It 1 


nine ether Powers.... 








MisceNaneous Services at 
Home and Abroad : 4,010,349 18 43 
#118,872,813 15 4 
Peduct Sums for Ireland, : 4.904.292 18 3 
Looe ce eses cele ce coese : os ? - bo 
‘Borat Expenditure of 
Great, Braain......... : #113,958,610 16 104 





Nov, as to the comparison between the 
expenditure of this Government and of, 
yours, I must speak of the latest period of | 
which I haye any knowledge of your ex- 
penditare ; and ‘hough you are in a state 
of war and of unprecedented expence, you | 
must bear m miad that we are in a state, 
ef war also. I find an aceount of your 
expenditure in Mr. Madisop’s Speech of] 
fhe @5th of September, 1814, which 
Speceh, by the bie many persons here 
think wil be his dzst, exeept that which 


the Tunes newspape? supposes he will make 


at his exit from the world. —Mr. Ma-_ 
dison speaks thus on the subject ot your 


finances :-—“ The monies reeeived into the 


© Treasury, during the nine months ending | 
* the 13th of Fane last,-amounted to 32. 
* millions of dollars, 0 whieh A milli 
“were the proceeds of the p 
@ and ‘the remainder deri 


ments far et Expendi- 
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ee su 


< of dollars.” 


| 47,550,000 


The 


side. 


expenditure. 


his Speech, 





a Sac “revs Bey 3 
hans. 


gee 


455,874,443 dollars. 
Eaitare, exclusive of poor-rates, tythes, 
county aad Corporation government, is 
more than mine times as great a8 your, 
population of the two counties, leavir g 
out our paupers, is, as I shall shew, | by 
and bye, nearly equal, the greater popula- 
tion being, however, I believe, on your 
The paupers must be left out, as 
you will perceive, because it is impossi)ig 
that they can contribute, in any way what- 
ever, towards the means of meeting this 


purpose of paying the persons emplos 
the supervising, 


[o44 


“‘ millions of dollars, and left in the -* 
on the Ist of Jaly neat five million: 


Taking your expenditure without f-. 
tions, then, it would be for the last year, 


dollars, while 


ours wes 
So that our expen. 


ang 


But expenditure is of little importance 
when compared to recezpts, or tares. Here 
it is that we touch closely upon men’s 
pockets, The means of expending con- 
sists, in part, of doans. 
ormay not, ever be paid off. You may, 
perhaps, pay them off by /ends ; we way 
Ry them off by some yet unknown mean: 

‘hat we have to look at, in the most at- 
tentive manner, therefore, is, the amovat 


of the TAXES; because this is what tl 


These Joans my, 


people really pay. 
The amount of our taxes, paid inte the 
Treasury, during the last year, was 


74,62 1,5832. lis. Sid. We are vert 
precise in the keeping 
According to Mr. Madison’s statement, 1* 


of our accounts. 


the money paid into your 


Treasury, during the last year, Ww 
14,550,000 dollars ——In dollars our 
4 Taxes amourted to 296,110,335; which 
is rather more than twenty times the 
amount of your vear’s taxes. 
bear in mind, that there isa. considerable dif- 
ference between the amonnt collected, and 
the amount pasdsutoour Treasury. Amoss* 
oilier deductions from this latter sum the' 
was the sum of 3,504,938/. 11s. 5d. de 
ducted from the gross receipt, oT collec, 
tion, for the purpose of paying the 

“* of management 3 3” that is to say, 


But you must 


“charge 


yed 1% 
the surrey 










for the 
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ov; that is to say, if Mr. 

statement be correct. And 

i ach t these persons, one wpith the 
—_ »y receive 04, or 200 daiuars, a 
— hore are wages for TO,0SS men, 












Was 


exXpen- 


t ploy ed in the business of the | 
while. sappesi ug you to pay your } 
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‘were three different pe riods, 


Piso3— 





[ese 


coming at the exact amount of the poor- 
rates in Bishop’s Waltham perish, where 
my farm lies, tot the last year. This is 2 


| parish subject to no fluctuation of pro- 


sperity > it has no manufactories im it ; 5 it 
| has a small country town and a large track 
of arable, meadow, wood,-and waste land. 
Therefore, I may very faicly take the in- 
crease of the poor-rates here as a criterion 
of the increase of the poor-rates of the 
whole country, especially, if we find, from 
the official re ports »that the poor-rates of this 
parish had, for nearly thirty years, up to 
1803, kept a very nearly exact pace with 
the poor-r ates of the whole nation. There 
at which the 


repert of 1803 took the poor rates of the 


| whole nation, and also the poor-rates of. 


Bishop’s W ehees parish ; and the state- 
ment was as follows, observing, however, 
that, as to poor-rates, we speak of only 


| England and Wales, Scotland not bewg 
under the poor laws. 
| England and Wales. 


B shop's WFalthan. 


In the Year lathe Year 
1776—L,.1, 720,316 Li 16—L.582 
lais4— 2,167,749 1784— 670 





1803—1,595 


It is quite surprising to observe how 
/ exact are these proportions ; ; how regularly 
this parish kept pace, for twenty-seven 
years, with the whole nation in the inerease 
of its poor-rates. But, in order to leave no 
room for cavil on this head, the subject 
being one of the utmost importance, we 
will see what proportien this parish, ac- 
corJing to its population, bad of paupers i im 
1803, there being no account of the nation’s 
pumaber of paupers previous to 1803, and 
there being no likelihood that we shall ever 
see another. 
England and Wales. * Bishop's Waltham 
Ao apes by §,872,980 Population, 1,773 
aupers, 1,256,357 | Pauper, 234 
Exclusive of persons 
in Alms-houses. ; 


Now, if you multiply the paupers by 
seven in bok instances, you wall find that. 
they amount to nearly. the whole of the po- 
pulation, making it appear, that in 1803, 
there were nearly one pauper to every seven | 
| person» in the parish.of Bishop’s Waltham, 
as well as throughout England and Wales. . 

Lat. was said, in our newspapers, that the , 
prs ror of Rosia and the King of Prus- 
ssed their surprise at, Re 3 NO, 


5,348,205 } 





Sy and a re 
t, is at tne Same rate, you have 
yours, persons ‘constaatly employed 
PAVING vy 4 . 
S by The POOR-RATES form = another r| 
popula. f English taxation, in addition to | 
1 your e; and a ve ry important item: it is | 
wt, ag ecome. Tf you ‘do not know the na- 
ossible is tax and of its application, it | 
what. be necessary to state, that this Is a) 
g this “a upon all householders and Jand- | 
iders, r the support of such persons_as | 
rtance re too R or to support themselves. It 1s | 
Here assessed and collected by persons, apy volut- | 
men’s ed by the taxed people, 1 in every parish, 
in. led Overseers of the Poor ; but. before 
may, they can proceed to collect any rate, they 
may, have the approbation of a Justice of 
may cace, who is, as they all are, appoint- | 
pans. myhi + the ‘Crown. In the distribution of 
st ate : y, the Overseers are again liable 
rovgt the Comm ‘orl of the Justi es ~of the 
t the ce; for they may, upon the application | 
of any pauper, order, without appeal, ihe | 
» the Overseers to relieve the said pauper, in avy 
was manner that. they please. This, therefore, | 
very a tax, not paid into-the Treasury, but | 
mts. «isposable under the jurisdiction, and at 
. it he * is ‘retion of his Majesty’ s Justices of 
rotr the Peace. The offige of Overseer 1s 
was performed without any pay. It_is a duty, 
our or serrtee, which every taxed householder 
uch liable to be compelled to execute. 
the Now, then, as to the amount of this tax, 
ust hich, you will observe, forms an addition 
Lif. to that ‘of the Taxes already noticed, it 
nd was, in the year 1803, when the Report 
vst by laid before Parliament, 5,348, 205, 
: Yor the dast year I have only computation | 
len to guide me ; but, that assures. me, that | 
> the nation paid in poor-rates, last year, 
8 1,896,5562. ; or 31,586,224 dollars, being | . 
be! more than twice the amount of all the taxes 
i which you paid during the last.year, if 
re Mr. Mapison’s _ Statement, be correet. 
. But that I may not expose myself to. the ; 
y risk of being charged witha wrong com- 
A putation, T must first state, that no official 
t “ccountof this important matter has been 
7 laid before Parliament, . since 1803 >, and |} 
i that, pring I am forced to resort . to 
4 Computation, ie a UE. of which I 
ad now explicitly state have the means of 


PEOPI in England this. 
it is pee their Majeny" 's 
~ 


was true, 


‘= 

|. 
c | 
am, 


va 
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did not look in the right places. We now 
¢ome to the ‘result. The poor-rates in 
Bishop’s Waltham parish, mstead of the 
1,595/. to which they amounted in 1803, 
amounted, dast year, to 2,3552. 18s. 6d. as 
[ knowfrom the poor book now lying before 
me, and of which sum I myse/f paid more 
than 100/. or 400 dollars. If, therefore, 
this criterion be a good one, and such, I 
think, it cannot be denied to be; if, in 
1803, Bishop’s Waltham paid 1,5954. 
while England and Wales paid5,348,205/ 
England and Wales must, /ast year, have 
paid 7,896,556/ seeing that Buishop’s 
Waltham paid, in the same year, 2,355/ 
throwing aside the shillings, pence, and 
farthings. 

I return, then, to my former statement, 
that the poor-rates alone of England and 
Wales, exclusive of Scotland, where, how- 
ever, there is soniething paid in support of 
the poor, amounts to more than double the 
sim, which was last year (a year of great 
expense, ) paid by the whole of the popula- 
tion of America into the Treasury, in taxes 
of all sorts, direct and indirect. 

Then comes another question; namely, 
what is the relative population of the two 
countrics ? I have not the account of vour 
last Census at hand. I think it made your 
‘total population amount to between seven 
and eight millions. At thes time I cannot 
suppose it to be less than 8,000,000. 


‘Vake, then, the 5,348,205/. of poor-rates. 


in 1803, observing that then there were 
1,256,357 paupers, and you will find, that 
we must have now upwards of 1;800,000 
paupers, provisions heing, at this time, as 
cheap, if not cheaper, than they were in 
1803. Deduct, therefore, fiom the 
8,872,980 (the population of England and 
Wales), the 1,800,000 paupers, and 
there are left, to pey the 7,896,556/. of 
poor-rates, only 7,072,980 persons, in- 
elading women and children. The paytng 
population, as to poor-rates, is, at any rate, 
sinaller than the population of your Repub- 
lic ; and the sum paid exceeds, as I have 
béfore: stated, twice the amount of the 
whale of the taxes of every sort, which you 
paid, last year, into the Treasury of the 
United: States, if Mr. Madison’s statement 
be correct. 

T urning towards another view of this in- 
teresting subject, we perceive, that, if we 
exclude the panpers, xs we rationally must, 
the poor rates alone amount to more than 
ene ound sterling, ov four dollars, a head 





POLITICAL REGISTER.—7o @ Correspondent tn America, 
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and Wales. Our poor-rates alone amonat 
to this on the Whole of our populatiyy: 
while, according to Mr. Madison's .. 
count, the whole of your taves of every 
sort, paid into the Treasury of the Unites 
States, do not amount to more than 2 dol. 
lars a head on your population, even sup. 
posing your population to be now hits 
more than 7,000,000, 

The TYTHES form another part of 
our taxes. I do not mean to speak of 
them, as some most /oyal men do, as being 
peculiarly odious; or, indeed, as being 
odious at all, either in their nature, or the 
mode of their collection, in which latte; | 
have never experienced any thing severe 
or vexatious; nor do L believe, that, as far 
as the clergy are the owners of the tythes 
(for they do not own more than about the 
half of them), their rate, or collection, iz 
often severe, or unfair, or even trouble. 
some. Still, however, the tythes, whieh 
Arthur Young, in 1792, estimated at 
5,000,000/. in England and Wales, must 
be looked upon as so much money raised 
from the land ; and, certainly, it would not 
be raised, if there were no Established 
Church; no State Religion. In short, the 
tythes, a: faras the clergy are the receivers, 
must be looked upon as so mach money 
reccived and expended by the Government ; 
so much money given by the Governmext 
to a description of persons, eminently cal- 
culated to repay it in support. Neverthe: 
less I will not include the tythes amongst 
the taxes of the nation, Lord Shefleid, 
indeed ; he who predicted, in his book, pu- 
lished in 1783, that you would soon wish 
to return to your allegtance, which, 2s he 
made it out, would be found necessary 
your very existence as a people; that same 
Lord Sheffield, in a h to a meeting 
of wool-growers, lately reckoned tythcs 
amongst the causes of our farmers being 
unable to maintain a competition with 
those of neighbouring countries. I do not. 
give so much weight to tythes; but, still 
they must not be forgotten; and whes a 
Report to the House of Commons, made 12 
1803, states the whole rental of the king- 
dom‘of Great Brita at 28 millions, ro" 
will perceive, that if we take the tythes at 
Mr. Arthur Young’s estimate of 1792, the 
tythes amount to more than a sixth of the 
whole rental. Indeed, they must amount 
toa great deal mote; because the tythe 
consists of a tenth of the whole of the pr 
duce of a farms and, of course, 1 * 
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| ‘We will now, then, return to oer 






642] 
capital, the manure, and all other 
sut-coings, and of the profits into the bar- 
gait So that the tythe of the produce 
cannot, 1 should suppose, be less than a@ 
(urth of the rental; and, of course, that 
‘they ameunt to about '7,000,000/. in Eng- 
land and Vales, at this time; Scotland 
aving no tyihes. But, then, it must be 
observed, that the Church does not receive 
more than the half of this sum. The rest 
is the property of Jay persons. It 1s, in 
fact, private property, and is sold, or rent- 
ed, as other private property is. Upon 
the subject of tythes, therefore, I shall not 
citer into any comparison between your 
country and ours. All the world knows, 
that vou have 29 tythes and no compulsory 
payments on account of religion of any 
itty riplion 5 all the world knows, that the 
Episcopaliaas, the Quakers, the Catholics, 
the Presbyterians, the Baptists, the Lu- 
therans, the Cualvanists, the Methodists, 
the Menonists, the Moravians, the Dun- 
Lards, the Swenkfelders, the Seceders, the 
Uniturians, the Swedenburgers, and many 
other description of Christians, each con- 
demniag the opinions of all tae others ; to-, 
cether with Jews and Deists, who laugh at} 
the whole of them, have their assemblics in 
sour country; and that any one of them, 
oreven of Atheists, may-become your Pre- 
‘ident, Vice-President, or a Member of the 
Congress, without any question being asked 
lim with regard to his religion; while it 
is equally well known, that no man can be 
4 magistrate, or fill any office of trust in 
England, unless he first give a test of his 
being a member of the Established Church, 
the Acad of which Church is the King, 
who has the absolute appointment of all the 
Bishops and Deans, and of the greater 
part of the beneficed Priests. These facts 
being merely mentioned, I need add no- 
thing further on the subject, except that 
We have many persons punished in England 
for publishing werks on the subject of reli- 
gion, while you have no such punishments ; 
and, we have recently seen a man impri- 
soned for eighteen months and put in 
the pillory for a a work here, 


the 


which had been first published in your 
country. Which system is best, and which. 


Worst, it is not my present object. to inquire. 
this occasion, is merely 
to state which no one can deny, 
leaving it to the reader to form opini 
and draw conclusions. — 
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which we will take in the aggregate, on 
both sides of the Atlantic; and then, taking 
the popwlution of each country, we sball 
see how much we pay per head, and how 
much you pay per head. There must be a 
little confusion here, in our part of the 
statement, because we have regular poor- 
rates, by law, in England and Wales, while 
Scotland has no such law, though there are 
collections there also for the support of the 
poor. This, however, cannot be accurately 
come at. I will, therefore, leave it wholly 
out, and look upon the poor-rates of Fing- 
land and Wales as raised upon the whole of 
Great Britain. I will here leave out the 
shillings, pence, and farthings, 


Great Britain. 


Amount of Taxes paid 
into the Treasury 
Paid to the Taxgather- 

ers for collection 
and management 
Amount of Voor Taxes...++000.. 7896,556 


- 


L£.85,429,077 
or . 
Dollars 341,716,308 


ooo L.74,027,583 


@eecsese 3,504,938 





Total 





But now, in taking the aggregate of your 
taxes, you will see the necessity of my in- 
cluding those which are raised upon the 
people in the several States, for the sup- 
port of the several State Governments, 
which taxes, of course, form an addition to 
the taxes paid to the general government of 
the United States. — My materials for ascer- 
taining the amount of these State tawes is 
not quite so perfect as I could wish, Yet I 
have means to do it to the satisfaction of any 
one, whose object is that of arriving at 
truth. In 1805, Benjamin Davies, of 
Philadelphia, a man of great research and 
of great accuracy, published, in his “ New 
System of Geography,” an account of the 
revenues and expences of eight of the 
States, correct information the other 
States, on this head, not. y apparently 
at his command, or within his a, This, 
however, is quite sufficient for our purpose ; 
for no reasonable man will suppose, that 
these cight States, and those the principal 
ones, do not furnish a fair criterion whereon 
to found an estimate of the wholes His 
account stands as follows, in dollars and 
cents, or hupdredths of a dollar, 
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Tax perheadon 
STATEs. TAXES. the Population 
of the Siate. 
Dollars. _ Cents. 
Vermont..oe.. 10,800 PTUTTTTTT Tit J2 


Massachusetts 116,000 secccccceceee 21 
Connecticut... 19,534 cecrccceccese 7 
New York.... Richin Public Funds, &e. 
New Jérsey... 27,000 csesseseoveee 12 
Pennsylvania 397,863 cse.ccccceee 67 
Maryland...... S3000 ..cccccccoscee 1 
\ IN GINA seees. PEPERICS centtccconss So 
South Carolina "70,000 os... 35 





AVerawGscceceses 26 
Lo] 





It appears, from Benjamin Davies's ac- 

count, that these taxes, or ratlier these re- 
sources, arise, in many eases, from the 
tnterest of stock, of which the States are 
the owners, aud which make part of the 
public debt in America. Ty other cases, 
they arise from the sale of dands belonging 
to the States. He represents New York 
State to be-owner of 2,000,000 of dollars 
in.stock, and to hold mamerous shares in 
canals, &c. &c. But T shall suppose, that 
the whole of this money is raised in taxes 
upon the people, and paid out of thei 
pockets. It will then come to this, that 
each inhabitant of the American Republic 
pays, in this way, and on this account, 26° 
cents, or hundredths of a dollar. 
* "You have also, in the great towns, some 
prer to-assist. I am quite in the dark upon 
this’ head, except as far as oljservatiou of 
some years arocan guide me, This item, 
therefore, I will take at a guess; and, if I 
allow that the poor cost nearly as much as 
the State Governmenis, no one on this side 
of the water, at any rate, can complain of 
the estimate. I therefore také the State 
taxes, including poor taxes, at 50 cents, 
or half a dollar a bead upon the whole of 
your population.” I know that you will 
Bay, that this is a monstrous over-rate as 
to yotr poor taxes. But I am resolved not 
to be complained of on the other side. “As 
to road’ rétes, turppikes, watching and 
Vighting, and paving and watering, of cities 
‘and towns, I do not notice these in cither 
country, secing that they are for the inime- 
diate benefit of those who pay them. 

We will now return ta our comparison. 
between the distribution, per head, of our 
taxes und of yours. 

Our year’s taxes, including poor taxes, 
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lars. 
1803, was as fellows :— 
Eneland and Wales... § $72 
Scotland .eevecsesseveees 1,607.7.) 
Army and Navy,....... 36: 
Cenvicts in the Hulks... 1. 


Se ces 


Total.c.apsgeeseccevee1 0,9 oe 03 
Deduct Army and Navy......... 409,188 


£090 





10,462. 1° 
Deduct Convicts on board} on 
et ined h 3. 
10 


? 


Deduct: Paupers..ccvccccccoosrerseres 1,01 





ee ee eee 





ee ee ) 

I make vo deduction for prisoners in 
Pp fea ) ’ y ames or debts: t! 

jails, whether for crimes oF debts; thous), 
as I shall, with sorrow, have to state, by 
and bye, these are worthy of very scilous 
notice, eve in the comparative view 
which we are now taking. I suppose, 

} os ? - 
that i shall not be contradicted, when I 
say, that it is ins ossihle, upon any rational 
ground, to include soldiers, sailors, convicts 
and paupers amongst, the peyers 6 Sai 
and that, therefore, the deductions, wuica 
“or 1 : 1 el e ec. 

1 have made, wili be allowed to be nec 
sary to the correctness of the comparison. 
But, to gtt rid of the chance of a cavu 


{| being raised; to pat it out of the powcr of 


any human being to abject to my bas: I 
will distribute our taxes amongst the who 
of the population, and will even take that po 
pulation at its amount previeus to the enol- 
mous emigration of natives, and re-< so Sh 
tion of foreigners, which the peace on te 
Continent of Europe has produced. Taking 
the whole of the population of Great 
Britain, therefore, at 10,951,335, " “Pr 
pears, that, for cac person old and yon 
male and female, there were taxes Pd 
last year, to the amount of 21 doltars. an 
20 cents (throwing away a oo 
in sterling money of England, 7/.10°-*"" 
This, you will observe, is for every a 
whether pavper, soldier, savor, debtor, 
convict or other criminal. ss 
On your side I vel take the poe 
of every description, at only ery a 
though it is notoriously much more. ve 
United. States taxes, last Phe 1 cn 
to 14,550,000 adollars,, which, distr! a0 
amonést your 7,500,000 people, mpe 





we find amounting “to 341,716,308 dol- | 






ad 
on each a little dess than 2 dollars; *" 
vue add the taxes of the State Gover 


; 


Our populationin Great Brital. 





ans oo oe ot st tp 
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mentsand the largely estimated poor taxes, 
as above, each person in your Republic 
paid, last year, including every species of 
tix, the sum of 2 dollars and 50 cents, or 


ae i». 6d. of our money 3; while, as we have 
pl just seen, there was paid in Great Britain, 
F 1" ior every soul, including soldiers, sailors, 
yey prapers, debtors, convicts and criminals in 
ine prison, the sum of 31 dollars and 20 cents ; 
rem or 7. 16s. Od. of our money. 
9 Really (for IT must break out a little 
1410 here) Mr. Madison does appear to have 
boasted detimes of the fortitude of your 
Hees people; of the cheerfulness with which 
they bear the burdens which the war im- 
poses on them; of their givinz the taxes, 
“Tee direct and indirect, with promptness and 
4 alzcrtty! Let him, before he talks in this 
; 3m way, put the people into our state of trial. 
ae Lict him try the whole population, man, 
ri i / wonaa and child, pauper, soldier, sailor, 
ast. debtor, convict and criminal prisoner, with 
. 3 $1 doliars and 20 cents cach, instead of 
Eppes, 2 paltry dollars and a half; and, then, 
eT let him talk, if he likes, of their fortitude 
ations sad patriotism. Our Lords and Gentle- 
ee mea, in eur honourable Houses, talk, an- 
aes, deed, with good grounds of our wnex- 
which anpled patience under our burdens. This 
mt eonpliment, which Parliaments, in former 
a times, seldom bestowed on our and your 
4 ‘orefethers, and which, to acknowledge the 
ef truth, they as seldom merited, is fully due 
Lo tous. But, really, Mr. Madison has begun 
Pole a little too soon to compliment his fellow 
at por citizens on their quality of bearing burdens. 
Fens, Their twelve and six penny patience will 
hl be thought very little of on this side of the 
“4 Water, where we bear, taking paupers, | 
“ya soldiers, and all, e/even timas as much, 
vat without éven a.whisper, in the way of com- 
ap. plaint. There..was, indeed, a few vears 
ibe, ago, a man of the name of Carter, in Staf- 
raid fordshire, who published an article, which 
liad was understood to contain a censure on his 
oF, Majesty’s Commissioners of Property Tax, 
Od. in that country ; but he was soon led to 
oa, feel sorrow for his conduct; and, since 
tor, that, the country has not been disgrace 
one single soul, found to follow the evil ex- 
‘on, ample, or to be, in the like case, offending. 
00, Mr. Madison, says, that his fellow citizens 
ce will proudly bear their burdens. But, can 
fed they bear them so as we have 
ted borne, and still bear, ours? Has he heard 
ses of the bonfires, the ringing of bells, the 
id, roasting of and of oxen, the feasts, 
a parties, which 
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the war, were here last summer? Has he 
heard of the joy at tlie sight of: the exhibi- 
tion in the Green Park, and at that of the 
sham naval fight on the Serpentine River, 
which formed so apt a representation of the 
Lake of Champlaim’and its eutlet? Mr. 
Madison must come hither (and the Zimes 
newspaper expects to have him bere), be- 
fore he can form the most distant idea of 
the extent ahd value of owr patience and 
loyalty. The sam which one good farm 
pays here, in the various kinds of taxes, 
would, if attempted to be collected in Ame- 
rica, set a whole township, if not a whole 
county, of your grudging Republicans in 
mutiny; and compel the Magistrate to 
call out the horse soldiers, if there were 
any at his command. Let us hear no mere, 
therefore, of Mr. Madison’s twelve-and- 
sixpenny patience. Let us hear no more 
of his boasts of the fortitude of his Repub- 
licans,’ till their /ortetude makes somewhat 
of a nearer approach towards ours. 


If you will excuse this digression, inte * 
which, you will confess, I was so naturally 
led, not to say, draggéd, 1 will now returg 
to my statement of facts, proceeding next 
to a view of the crzmes and punishments in 
this country. 

As to our criminal code, you, who are a. 
lawyer, know full as much about it as I do, 
except as far as relates to the capericnce 
in cases of /ibel. It is merely of the num- 
ber and description of crimes and punish- 
ments that I am now about to speak ; and, 
as in other cases, I shall not dealin vagus | 
surmises or general observations ; but ap- 
peal to authentic reports, and. build my 
statements on the unerring rules of arith- 
metic. Sir Samuel Romilly, who has, for 
many years, been labouring to effect 2 
softening of our criminal code, caused, in 
the year 1811, an account to be: laid be- 
fore Parliament of the crimes and punisk- 
ments, as’ far as they came before the. 
Judges, for several years preceding. 
Owing to some cause, with which I am 
not acquainted, the account came no lower 
down than the year 1809; and it extended 
no farther than England and Wales, leav- 
ing out Scotland, where, as I am told, 
there are, in fact, bat very few crimes and 
punishments, though’ the Sheriffs and other 
Officers of Justice, .in that coustry, are 


pretty expensive, and are id out of what 
is Called the Civil List. summary of 
the account, of which I have epoken above, 
is a8 follows \--w ir 


























































Persons. 
Committed for trial.......... 2721 


Paavietel oc ioc cdc cccccecccs 2573 


Sentenced to suffer death..... 372 


———— to be transported... 401 


to be imprisoned, 


whipped, fined, &c. &c. 





800 





- fdetually put todeath........ 57 





Besides these, you will observe, there 
are all the persons who were tricd at the 
Quarter Sessions, in the several counties ; 
that is to say, the .essions held by tac 
Justices of the Peace, four times,in every 
year, where as many of the Justices as 
choose to attend form the Court, having 
ene of their own body for chairman. At 
these Sessions the offences of a less heinous 
nature are examined into and punished. 

ut the Justices can sentence to zmprison- 
ment, whipping, fine, and, I believe, they 
can transport. This is the great Court 
for the ‘trial of persons charged with thefts 
of an inferior order; and, I should suppose, 
that the number of criminals brought be- 
fore these Courts, is twice as great as that 
of the criminals who are reserved for trial 
before the Judges, who go into some coun- 
ties but once in the year, aad into none, 
except Middlesex, more than ¢twrce ; 
whereas the Court of Quarter Sessions is 
held every three months. However, as I 
¢eannot speak here from any authentic do- 
- enment, [ shall leave this as a thing 
Whereon for you to exercise your judgment. 

As to any comparison, on this point, be- 
tween our country and yours, [ am’ whoily 
destitute of any authentic docnment, rela- 
tive to America, touchifig crimes and pu- 
nishments. I tan, however, speak as far 
as my own observation went. I lived in 
Philadelphia about creht years, with every 
disposition to find fault with every thing 
that I saw, oy heard of, that was amiss: 
During that time, I never heard of any 
person, except in one instance, being tried 
for his or ber life; I never heard of a 
murder, a highway robbery, or of a house 
being broken open. I never heard of an 
éxccution of death on any person, except 
(the instance above alladed to) of three 
men, hanged, on the banks of the Dela- 
ware, for piraey and murder; these meu 
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of an execution, even in such a case, that 
the executioner was obliged to be disguised 
in such a way, that it was impossible that 
any one should recognise cither bis person 
or features, being brought to the spot, in a 
carriage, under an escort of constables, 
and taken away, in @ similar manucr, so 
as to make it alntost impossible for hin to 
become publicly known. Philadelphia, nit 
the time I speak of, contained about 70,000 
inhabitants. 

It is, as I observed before, impossible to 
come at any exact statement, on this sub- 
ject, in the way of comparison ; ut a fev 
facts, notorious on the two sides of the 
water respeetively, will serve to aid you 
greatly in forming vour opivions as to this 
matter. Here we have laws to guard our 
turnip-ficids from robbery, and very ie- 
cessary they are; for without them there is 
no man, in any part of the country, who 
could depend on having the use of his crop 
even of that coarse and bulky article. To 
steal corn out of a /ie/d, after it is cut, is 
punished with deat hy our laws; and if 
we had fields of Indian corsa, as you have, 
which is a delightful food for several weeks 
before it be ripe, I cannot form an idea of 
the means that would be necessary to pre- 
serve it from being carried away. As to 
poultry, no man in England has the smallest 
expectation of being able ever to tasie 
what he raises, unless he caretully locks tt 
up in the night, and has dogs to guard the 
approaches to the hen-roost. In America, 
at within ten or twelve miles of Philadel- 
phia, it is the common practice of the 
farmers to turn the flocks of turkeys mio 
the woods, in the jatterend of August, 
there to remain until towards winter, whea 
they return half fat. A farmer*ia Eng- 
land would no more think of doing this, 
than he would think of depositing his purse 
in any of the public foot-paths across his 
fields. In order to preserve their fences, 
the farmers sometimes -tesert to this expe- 
dient: they bore holes into. the stoutest of 
the stakes; which sustain their hedges; pt 
gunpowder into those holes; then drive 1 4 
piece of wood very tightly upow the powder; 
so that the stolen-hedge, in place of perform- 
ing its office of boiling the kettle, dashes 1t 
and all around it to pieces. reyes 
serving fences:I first heard-of at Alzesfors 
a town at about twelve’ miles distance 


from Botley; and it certainly does 
appear, at first. sight, avery crucl ones 
what is a man todo? The tLieves are % 





“@ere foreigners ; and such was the horror ) 





‘expert as to set detection at defiance j and 
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there is nothing but his fences between bim 
and ruin. I have known a man, who as- 
sured me, that, by the stealing of his hedge, 
in the month of March, and lettimg into 
his wheat land the flocks from the commons, 
he lost more than 3004 in one night and 
art of the ensuing day. A few weeks 
avo L myself had a fire, by which I lost a 
couple of barns and some other buildings. 
At this fire’ a numerous crowd was assem- 
bled, many of whom came for the purpose 
of rendering assistance ; but one man was 
detected, while the fire was yet raging, 
stealing the lead and tron work of a pump, 
fulfiliin ny the old saying, that nothing is too 
ho or too heavy for a thief; and it re- 
quired the utmost of my resolution and ex- 
pees aided by three sons and half a 
wozen resolute and taithifui servants, to pre- 
serve, during the night and the next day 
(which was ‘Sunday )s the imperishable and 
portable part of ihe property fiom being 
curried away. I will just add upon 
(his subjeet, as an instance of the baseness 
of our press, that the Z?mes newspa- 
per published, upon this occasion, a para- 
eraph, stating, that I had most wage atefully 
driven away “the honest rustics,” who 
had kindly come to my assistance. It is 
very true, that I did drive the “ Aonest 
rusties” away ; but I sueceeded in putting 
a stop to their thefts, which would, L verily 
believe, have been nearly as injurious as 
the fire. Since the fire happened upon my 
premises, a gentleman, who had a similar 
accident some years ago, hus assured me, 
that almost every article of zron was stolen 
from his premises. It is notorious, that, in 
London, the thieving forms a very consi- 
dcrable part of every such calamity. But 
the thing which, better than any other, be- 
speaks the nature of our sitvation, in this 
respect, is the exhilition of notices on the 
top of garden walls and of other fences, 
menacing these who enter with the danger 
of death from man-traps and spring-guns. 
Peter Pindar has immortalised these by 
introducing them into a poem, where he 
ludicrovsly represents the King as intent 
upon “ catching bis living subjects by the 
lees.” But he must have well known, that, 
Withont them, neither King nor subject 
could possess the produce of a garden. 
Sometimes the traps ‘hemseloes are hoisted 
Up apon a sort of gibbet, in the day time, 
in order to inspire greater terror ; ‘and, it 
is only a few months ago, that we had an 
account of a man being actually killed a 


® spring-gun, in a nocturnal 
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a garden at Mitcham. Besides these we 
are infested by gangs of itinerant thieves, 
called gypsies. ‘The life of these people 
very much resembles that of the savages, 
whom I have scen, on the borders of the 
River St. John, in New Brunswick ; ex- 
cept that the latter gain their food by 
hunting and fishing, and the former b 

theft. ‘The gypsies have no settled home ; 
no house, or hut, or place of dwelling. 
They have asses, which carry themselves, 
their children, their kettle, and their 
means of erecting tents, and which tents 
are precisely like those of the North Amé- 
rican savages. ‘The nights they employ in 
thieving. Sheep, pigs, poultry, corn, roots, 
fruit : ‘nothing comes amiss to cat = 
What they steal in one place, they spend 
in another place; and thus they proceed 
all over the country, They commit acts 
of murder and theft and arscn innumerable. 

‘The members of this moving community 
are frequently hanged, orfransported; but 
still the troops of vag: ahonds exist; sd. as 


| far as I am able to judge, are as numerous 


as they were when [ was a boy. But still 
the great evil, in this view of the subject, 
is the want of honesty in the labouring 
class, to whatsoever cause that evil is to 
be ascribed. Those writers on rural 
affairs, who have urged the employing of 
threshing machines for corn, have counted, 
amongst “the greatest of their adv antages, 
that they protected the furmer against the 
thefis of the thresher. Various are the 
ways, in svhich corn is stolen by these who 
thresh it; but I will content myself with 
one, the information with regard to which 
I derive fyom a very respectable neighbour, 
He perceived that his thresher brought a 
large wooden bottle with him to work every 
day. Being winter time, he could not 
conceive what should make the man so very 
thirsty. He watched bim. Never saw 
him drink. At last he accosted him in his 
way home, and, after some altereation, in- 
sisted upon examining the bottle, which 
he found to be full of wheat. Thus was 
this man taking away three gallons of 
wheat every week, which, at that time, 
was not worth less than six shillmgs. It 
was this, I believe, and this alone, which 
made my neighbour resolve to use a thresh- 
ing machine, 

Such is by no means an overcharged 
view of our situation in this respect. Of 
the causes which have led to it I shall not 
speak ; indeed, I do not know that I am 


im | Competent. - That it ie not owing to & 




























































want of penal laws is very certain, Iam 
unable .to say, whether your country, at 

- this time, be better or worse situated as 
~ -tothis matter. At any rate, I shall en- 

_ able you to make the comparison ; and as 
¢  guch comparisoa, if clearly and candidly 
made, might be of great use to the people 
of both countries, I think it is not too 
niuch for me to hope, that you, in the 
public manner of which I am giving you 
an example, will communicate that compa- 
- risontome. but, if you can do it, let us 
have, authentic documents. It would be 
perfectly easy to obtain a year’s account of 

all the commitments, convictions, and sen- 
tences, in your R 






























tepublic. IL should not 
fear executing such a task With an expense 
of 20 dollars; and, as the execution of it 


would give to the world a piece of the most 


= 
. Wor chee K 
interesting and most valuable information, 
L will not fear, that you, who have all the 


means in yous lands, will decline to under- 
take it. If you do undertake it, I know 
that you will execute it with a strict ad- 
herence to trut/ ; and, if. so executed, it 
Bust Qo productive of great cood, Both 
countries must profit from it, ‘espectally if 
peace should, happily, be restored between 
them. 
+ As to the mode ofliving ia this country, 
compared to the mode of living ia your 
Repabiic, I cannot, in this letter, exter 
into the ingulry, wich would take up more 
. yoom than’ have at present, and also 
miuc h mare time, it ‘Bb, however, 2 most 
jateresting ubject > because it SpCans, at 
once, to the great object for which civil 
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J rT 9 . ; 
Now, “ agallon loaf weighs, accordinig 
to law, Slb. 1002. avoirdupois Weight 
ryt . a o ° 
This is the allotment, for seven days 
one person ; but, then, as you will 


. 4 r . * ; per: 
ceive, Mr. Bennett and his neighbours 


’ tor 


| 
allow threepence, or five cents, a week 
more, or, Suppose, acent per day more, for 
feeding and clthing. The particulars of 
the feeding and clothing that can be had 
for threepence per week, or 13 shillings a 
year, it would, perhaps, be difficult to as- 
certain, without immediate application to 
Mr. Bennett ; and, as that is out of my 
power, I must leave these particulars to be 
come at by your powers of divination; 
adding, however, that,-as far as my ob- 
servation has reached, Mr. Benneit’s xc 
count appears to have been tolerably correct, 
Iam, with sincere esteem, 
Your Friend, 


Wil. COBBETT. 











AMERICAN War. In the Report of 
the Debate in Parliament, on the day of 
the opening of the Session, the following 
passage is to be found im the specch of 
Lord Liverpool.—* He could assire the 
“ Noble Baron that there had appeared in 
* American’ publications a much ampler 
‘justification of those measures on our 
‘part than he had seen in this country, 
“that in many places a strong disposition 
“ had been shewn by the American people 
“i9 put thenrselves wader our protectin, 
“ and that their (reatment of our oficers 
“led to any conelusion, rather than to the 
“ belief that they entertain amy anmmosily 






























; gociety was framed; namely, the hipp/ness 
of the people. Eyon now, however, I can- 

- pot refrain from giving you a notion of the 
manner in Which ovr /aborrers live. 1 

aim, Sstuange 2s it may seem, enabled to 

appeal. to Par/ian, atary authority here 

- @iso. . There is naw before me a Report of 

a Cammiitee of the Flouse of Commons, on 

the subject of the Corn Laws. This Com- 

> puttee report the evidence of certaix per- 
soas exemined by them ; and, amongst the 
yest, of 2 great landholder, in Wiltshire, 
named Bennett, who, upon being asked 
how mucha labourer and his family ought 
to have to live upon, answered : “ We 
: caleulate, that every person, in a labour- 
= or’s family, should have per week, the 
Sane. st a gallon loaf, and threepence 
. ay: or feeding and clothing, exclusive 
+ OF house-rent, sickness, and casual ex- 
# pence.” This Report was ordered, by 







“aeainst this country, or that they were 
“not fully persuaded that the war was 9 
‘‘ war of unprovoked aggression on the 
“part of their own Government.”—— 
This is the reek, on which, in my opinion, 
we shall split. As to the pubhicatwns 10 
America, his Lordship has not a view, 
am persuaded, of doth sides. Who, that 
reads only the Alornzng Chronicle, woul 
not suppose that the present Ministry are 
dreadfully unpopular ; and that they were 
upon the point of being turned out ! ell, 
then, if his Lerdship considers what a sort 
of a press they have in the Republic ; how 
perfectly free_ that, press- 18 ; how com- 
pletely unrestrained ; how wholly fearless 
men are in the use of their tongues *” 
pens. _ If he observes that, after the cap- 
ture of Washington, some of the iad 
paper writers in America ex essed, 10 . 
many words, their sorrow that the Pres 





the House of Commons, te be printed 
the 26th of July last. — ne " 













dent had not been niade prisoner. 1! 1 
gonsiders ‘this, he will be very caze© 
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both sides, before he grounds any opi- 


rion of the feelings of the American peo- 
,on what he sees in their newspapers. 
— lis Lordship is made to say, * that, 


“in many places, a strong disposition has 
caewn by the American people to 
“out themselves under our protection,” 
wuich must mean, to become colonisis of. 
iad, This opinion is, in part, at least, 

ne see, grounded on their kind treatment 
our officers '—¥ am sorry that such a 


* pecil 


was published. No. my Lord ; no; 
taeir Kind treatment of our officers is ne 
son at all that they are disaffected towards 
iy own Govecrament, or, that they think 
iin the wroag. ‘The officers faken in the 


| eo 4 waa oi 

vv, by Captain Batabridge, were treated 
. ie * 

in the most hind and gencrous man- 

Captain Barelay, who was defeated 


j » watad } . é j 5 Subs ns > 
cantured on thre Lakes vy Capt. Perry, 


qr | : of +! a) 1S 1, + rY r j P } 

poke in tie siahest terms ol the rene- 
ity of his congueror; and, I believe, 

thit there never was an instance of the 


{mericans treating 2 prisoner of war un- 
kindly, It wil be remembered, that they 
pared the life of Sv Charles Asgyll,when, 
ccording to the laws of war, they would 
have been justified in taking it away. 
ft was said, that they did this at the 
intercession of the Queen of France, 
woo had been applicd to by his mother. 
Dut they did spare his life, though the 
wuole Aimerimean people were decided as 
to the clear justice of taking it away. 
The Americans inherit a the horror: of 
bloodshed entertained by us; they are 
equally “humane, Kind, and generous, and 
especially towards a fallen enemy; and, in 
point of hospitality, the ease and plenty 
amidst which they live naturally make 
them our superiors. I dare say that our 
captive officers will say, on their release, 
that they ‘never were so well treated in 
their lives; and if they remain long in 
that sort of captivity, they will, I dare say, 
as-so many of our officers did, during the 
last war, voluntarily enter into a captivity 
of another description. The American 
women seldom suffer a disengaged heart to 
escape with freedom. But, from all this 
We ought not to argue, that the people are 
disaflected towards their owa Government; 
or, that théy disapprove of its declaring 
war for the protection of American sea- 
men.——Besides, who and what is this 
Government, of which Lord Liverpool. is 
sail to have spoken? Tt was not Mr. 
Madison who declared war. . It was the 
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represeniatives of the whole people, who 
had very recently chosen those reprcsenta- 
tives, who, of course, spoke the people’s 
voice. » If the peopl had disapproved of 
the war, the war would never bave tuhken 
place. It is of the utmost importance 
that our Ministers should be made well ac- 





American people. Our agents and friends 
in that country send over. ouly those news- 
papers, which contain matter pleuseng to 
ws. Hf, by chance, newspapers of another 
sort come hither, our newspapers suppress 
their eontents———We should hear both 
sides, 1n order to enable us to form any 
thing like a sound judgment. if Lerd 
Liverpool were to see some of the papers 
from New Yerk, he would change his 
opinion. He would see. that the affair of 
Washington, so far from indispesing the 
people towards their Government, had 








filled them with indignation against us, 
and had called forth incredible voluntary 
exertions. He would seé, that a commeet- 
tee of defence had been established 5 that 
voluntary oflerings of money and of per- 
sonal services had poured in from all ranks 
and degrees. He would see the several 
trades sending forth their members alter- 
nately. He would see the merchant, the 
mechanic, the shop-keeper, the lawyer, the 
student, the school-boy, the labeurer, all 
uniting to go and work with their own 
hands in the erection of fortifications, the 
making of fascines, the dragging of cannons 
and the doing of every other thing tending 
to enable their Goverament to resist us ; 
while the farmers were rivaling each other 
in offers of their horses, and of accommoda- 
tions and provisions for the persons so em- 
ployed. In August there were 5,000 men, 
all volunteers, employed dary in prepara, 
tions for defence. The divers meetings 
and resolutions. cannet here be” given ac- 
cotint of in detail; but it is impossible to 
look at these papers, without being con- 
vinced that the spirit of resistance ts uni- 
versal ; and that the idea of the people of 
America being “ disposed to pat themselves 
“ under our protection,” is extremely erro- 
eons. The spectacle is, too, véry inte- 
resting, in another view of the matter. It 
shews, in the most lively colours, what men 
are of themselves, and withont commanders, 
able and willing to do in’ defence of their 
country.—The same spectacle is exhibited 
at Philadelphia. Offers of service and of 
money from all descriptions of men; more 


thaa twenty thousand men, borse and foot, 





two Houses of Congress. Tt was the real, 


quainted with the real disposition of the: 
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alwars ready to march to meet the enemy ; 


fortifications erecting on the Delaware ; | 


picgucts established down the side of that 
river, and videttes stationed all the way 
along the coast to the Chesapeake. I 
cannot forbear inserting a part of a pub- 


lication by the Camzzttee of Defence of | 


New York, of the 36th of August, in these 
words :—“ The Comuiiitee acknowledge 
“the receipt of 120 waggon loads of 
“ faseines, averaging 25 bundles each load, 
“presented by the township of Jamaica, 
“ and brought to Fort Green by its cite 
“ zens, headed by the Rev. Mr. Schoon- 
“ maker ;—the Principal of the Academy 
‘* at Jamaica, Mr. Egenbrot, and his pupils, 
% aided in cutting the fascines.”—This is 
a specimen of what was going on. Does 
this shew “a strong dtspastiian to put 
** themselves under ovr protection 2 The 
following General Orders, published at 
Philadelphia, weil shew how things were, 
at the sume time, going on there :-— 
*“* Philadephia, duc. 29 
FOURTH MILITARY DisrRricr. 
“* Head-Quarters, Priladelphia, dug. 27, 1314. 
* GENERAL ORD: Ms. 
‘: Captain Ross, with thirty mea of his troop 
*“ of cavairy, are called iato service, to acia:. 
** videites, between this city, the Delaware, and 
** the Chesaneake.— The signal fer alarm will be 
*“*six geas, fired in qnick seccessioa, at Fort 
“ Miffo. at the Navy Yard. and at the Arsenal, 
‘sand hy ie drains of the citv aud hberties 
** beating ‘to arms.’—- And immeiRaicly there- 
“ upos ali the militia will parade equ pped com- 
** pletely forthe field, right upon Clesnui-street, 
“extending southnardiy on Broad-street.— 
“ The officers of the topographical department 
** and corps of engiaecrs, will report themselves 
‘Soa Mentay next to General Jonathan Wil- 
** jiawas, Who is pleased to wnderiake the super- 
‘*‘jnteadaoce of the erection of works in and 
** pear this city for its defonce. 
* By order of General Bloomfield, 
“ WILLIAM DUANE, Acjt. Gen. 
** The Select and Common Councils, oo Satur- 
* day evening last, appre riated 300,000 dollars, 
“and the Northern Liberties and Seuthwark 
** 10 1,000 dollars each, to be placed at the dis- 
** posal of the Commitice of Defeace.”’ 
’ ° * + » - 
This was no coatemptible sum for one 
>. , . 
city. [Ft was 100,000/ of our money. 
far . v* * - 
Vhis William Doane, whom we here see an 
Adjutant-General, was the proprietor of a 
newspaper, when [ lived in Philadelphia. 
He had been the same ia the East Indics, 
where, as he stated, lis office had beca 
destroyed, his types fang out into the 
street, himself lodged in the guard house, 
and afterwards seut out of the country. 
He carried bis resentments along with him 
to America, where, for about twenty years, 
by dint of talent and courage, he has pos- 
sessed very coasiderzble influence on the 
public mind, I, while in America, was his 


*. 


STE R—American Far. 4 
things of each other, and some thin, 
which, on both sides, were very false. In 
| the bitterness of party rage, he accused me 
| of being 22 the pay of the Engitsh Minise 
| and I accused him of being a ren-awey on. 
traitor. Whether he has ever done me the 
justice to acknowledge that bis accusations 
were unjust, [ Know not; but I have doze 
him that justice long ago ; and lest, what | 
then said may have been forgotten, I wil! 
now repeat it. T tad, in Philadelphia, 
2 friend, and bhepe I still have, name 
Richard North, an Englishman, settied 
there for many years; a most worthy, 
honest, kind and true man; and distio. 
| guished, above all the men I ever knew, | 


, 








bis devotion to England. This b 
friend of mime was in England ia 1: 
and having some business in Ireland, 
went to Coommel, the birth place of 
Duane, ia the full expectation, and, | 
haps, in the Aope, of finding proof of the 
truth of these accusations of ours ace! 
this distinguished enemy of the Eng ish 
| Government. But my friend North, thoug’ 
| the most prejudiced, perhaps, of al! Mr. 
| Duane’s enemies, had more honesty and 
_henour than prejudice; and he told ne, 
that not only was Mr. Duane no culpit, 
or run-away, but that he Aad always been 
greatly esteemed, and that his parenis ens 
relations were very respectable peopl:.—— 
Mr. Nerth, who, L hope, is still living, anc 
whose friendship I shall, to my last breat), 
regard as one of my most valuable posses 
sions ; he, who never was guilty, know ng: 
ly, of injustice towards any human being, 
and who never withheld any act of justice, 
which was within his power, would, I am 
sure, if appealed to, confirm the truth o! 
what I now assert ; and I am also sure, 
that no reader, of a just mind, will think 
that this digression from my subject was 
uncalled for.- Such, then, are the mea, 
who, even in Philadelphia, are at the head 
of military affairs. This, of itself, s 8 
proof of the disposition of the people there, 
atany rate. But if Lord Liverpool cow's 
look into these newspapers, be would see, 
that regiment after regiment of militia and 
volunteers are marching from the interie 
to the defence of cities and towns on the 
coast. He would see, that the thought 
even of yielding to England is entertaime 
by nobody, except by a few of those ot 
called Federalisis, whose hatred to ¢ 
Republicans, by whom they have been 
humbled, overpowers, for the moment, their 


| 











great opponent. We said very bitter 





sober senses, The approach of real dang‘? 
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mci « f the scutime! ts ai tue peopec Ui i 
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“tafe of Acatucay, i pl esemd The \bi- 
° . . . 
; \ ‘ as 7 ¥* _— 
‘ vy with the rojvewag resaiuvions, yp los 


that State, on the 4th of Juiy last: 
(plowing ere lke preamite and resolu 
* tions, whick were edopted at the Greal 

‘ Crossing, Aentucky, on the Ath of Je’y- 
“The glorious revelation had scarcely 
s ended, when the King of England and his 
corrupt ministry renewed their system of 
“deep-rooted enmily agaiast the honour, 
«pace and happiuess of the American 
seonle. As our attachment to peace was 
- veveloped, British outrage increased ; our 
“ships m every sea were plundered: our 
“waters crimsened, and our national flag 
‘stained with the bloed of our citizens; our 
uative and naturalized citizen seamen im- 
“oressed, insulted by a mock trial, and 
- loomed te slaverg ; spies and incendiaries 
~ coummissrened and seut among us for the 
‘purpose of separating the unien by cor- 
“rentions the uncultivated and blood- 
‘thirsty savage of the forest, armed with 
+ deadly weapons and let loose upon our de- 
“tenceless citizens..—Thus oulraging and 
* violating every species of national honour, 
‘and persuing a course, which must, if un- 
“ resisted, have ended in the tolal destruc- 
“tion of American independence—the refore, 
“ Resolved, That in this state of things 
“no honourable course was left but en ap- 
“peal to arms,an act that we have aever 
‘hesitated for a moment to believe but was 
“just; and can never be regretted by the 


ve the tone even of these. As 2 | 
“ , 
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‘* wil—the possession ef the Canadas, a3 @ Ne 

‘** cessery busts ef @ lasing peace. 
* Resale ed, That this measure is necessary 
‘and mdispensable to the securily of the 
the Uuarted States, and thal no 


“frontiers of 
* proposition should again be made trow the 


'** Lomited States te end the war, anil we heave 


| 
| 
| 
| 


' 





et ee 


‘patriots and friends to the rights and in- | 


* terests of our country. 

* Resolved, That the storms of war, the 
‘ desolations of countries, the demolition of 
* cities, the conflagration of houses, the loss 
‘ of friends, however to be regretied, cannot 
‘lessen our attachment to our rights, nor 
‘deter as from a vigorous prosecution and 
** defence of them. 

* Resolved, That we consider ourselves 
‘* bound by our duty to posterity, and our ob- 
‘ligations to a divine providence, to resist 
‘with a determined spirit, and by every ha- 
* zard, the daring and unprovoked outrages 
‘of Great Britain, against our sovereignty 
‘and independence. 

* Resolved, That the Kentuckians have 
givea the best evidence of their zeal for 
“the cause of their country, by rallying 
‘* around the standard thereof; and we hesi- 
‘tate not to say, that the people of this 
“state will heartily co-operate in any mea- 
“sure which may be adopted by our govern- 
“ment, to proseeute the present war with 


a 
- 


“the utmost vigour. 


“* Resolved, That in reviewing the events 
“ of the war, so far from seeing a cause which 
“ should induce us to wish for peace, upon 
“ rane the objects for which the war was 
** declared, events have transpired to con- 
“ vinee the miad, that other objects should 





|** possession ef the Canadas, and the Britith 


* possessions in Sorta .dmerice. 

* Resefred, That the nation that will sub- 
“mit te foreign aggression is unworthy the 
* liberty of freemen, and that the President 
* and Congress should trust to the patriotism 
* of the people, and call for men and money 
“sufficient for the objects to be accom- 
; plished. 

* Resolved, That at this eventful crisis, it 
“is recommended to the good peuple of the 
‘** Union, to be upon the watchtower of their 
‘“duty— guard against internal traitors, as’ 
“well as external enemies, that they may 
“not be surprised by the comdined eucmics 
* of civil and religious mghis.” 

This, as the reader will perceive, was 
published in July last, long after that fall 
of Napoleon, which was expected to pro- 
duce such an humble tone in America. 
You see they anticipated the -durning of 
cities; but this had ne weight as te their 
views of the war.—But, perhaps, the fact, 
which, above all others, is worthy of out 
attention, is, the result of the ate election 
in the city of New York, where the choice 
has fallen upon men decidedly. in favour of 
Mr. Madison ; and, of course, in favour of 
the war, This is proof unquestionable of 
the popularity of the war.—I shall now 
close this article, with a request, that the 
English reader will read attentively the 
Report of the Secretary of the American 
Navy, which he will find below. It isa 
document that none but a fool will look at 
without serious reflections, and that none 
but a knave will aflect to treat with coa- 
tempt. 

OFFICIAL REPORT OF THE STATE OF THE 
AMERICAN NAVY. 
To the Naval Committee of the Senate 
of the United States. 
Navy Department, Feb. 22, 1814. 

Str—I have the honour to submit the 
following, in answer to your letter of they 
20th December last.—Three ships of 74 
guns each, and of the largest class, are 
now building, of prime materials, and in 
the most substantial and durable manner, 
viz. one at Portsmouth, N. H. one at 
Charlestewn, Mass, and one at Philadel- 
phia. The two former, it is expected, will 
be launched in the month of Jaly, and the 
latter in the month of December next.— 
Three ships of 44 guns each, of the 





: be secured, before the contest is cuded, to | largest class, are algo building, of duzable 








materials, in the best manner, viz. one at 
Philadelpvia, one at Baltinore, and. one 
at the navy yard in this city. Lhe two 
former, it is expected, will be jaunched by 
the middle oi April, aud the iatter in all 
the month ot July next.—The six sk ops of 
war, authorised by iaw, have ail been built, 
in the most substantial manner, and of 


good materials. ‘Two of winch are ready 
for sea; three more have nearly completed 
their ‘crews, and will, probably, be ready 
for sea in ten or twelve days, and the 
sixth is now equipping at tue mavy yari 
in this city.—-Six barges have been 


at Baltimore, and one at Nerfolk.— 
—Eight have been built at Baltimore ; 
ten are nearly completed on the eastern 


and one is now building at the navy yard 
in this city ; five are building at Charles- 
‘toa, S. C.; six at St. Mary’s, Georgia; and 
preparatory measures are nowW in operation 
to increase the force in North Carolina, 
and at New Orleans, in vesseis of this de- 
scription, as fast. as men can be pro- 
cured to man them.—Previous to the year 
1813, it appears, that no timber had been 


utearly in the year 1813, timber to the 
amount of 23,000 dollars was purchased at 


1812, “suitable for rebuilding the {r- 

ates Philadelphia, General Greene, New 
York and Boston ;” but xs there Is na ap- 
propiiation or aathority to rebuild those 


existence, .and the General Greene, New 
York and Boston are rotten, worthless 
halks, that would cost much more, in pro- 
portion to their value, to rebuild them than 
to build new frigates, ofa better class, and 
vastly superior construction, a part of that 
timber has heen applied. to the building 


more, and the 74 and 44 at Philade!pbia. 
Contracts for and purchases of timber to 
a very considerable amount, havc been 
made for naval purposes during the year 
18135 but which have not been charged 
to the particular appropriation of the 30th 
of March, 1812, thonch applied to the 
same purposes as timber chargeshle to that 
appropriation -would have been, viz: in 
buildmg the three 74’s, at Portsmouth, 
Charlestown, and Philadelphia, the 44 gun 
ship at the latter place, and the 44 and 
sloop of war at the navy yard in this cit rs 


shore of Maryland ; four have been built, | 


srocured under the act of AJareh 30, 1812; ! 
istull, beams, and knees; and for yellow 


Baltimore, under the act of March 30th, | 
. . ‘ rr 
iyellow pine for masts and spars. These 


frigates, and as the Piilade!lphia is not in | 


ee ee eee 





urchased at Philadelpina ; also, four | 


; 
! 
| 





| 
| 
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of the 44 and the sloops of war at Balt:- | 





also, in the repairs of the ships of the navy, 





‘cable under existing circumstances 5 ana 
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masts, Spars, tops, Sic. ri ady for the 
which mov retn: 

due Is PPE aK able to sinter mal nos 
yer P . ps i I 
Khese have been charged, cither under th, 


? ° . ‘i % 
head of repzirs, or to the appropriation 


as poet 
building TV4s‘and frigates; which appro. 


priatious, it 1s conceived 


» are pi 
} ‘ “rp. sla "5 + | , 
chargeable with timber purcoased for 
IMPMOSERS QC) vé “rT ae? Beer als oe -. try ft 
purpose S. 1X CAPL OK Sy HOU lo LO LWeuly- 
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six hundred tons, of Georgia yellow pine 


A 


timber, which had been cut for the use of 


the British navy, but entered the eastern 


’ } ae Se ‘ 
ports of the Cnited States, on account of 


the war, have been purchased on favour. 
able terms ; also, s prize cargo of northern 
timber. ~'These are properly char reable to 
the annual apprepriation for the > irchase 
of timber. A contract was made in August 
last for the delivery at Norfolk and this 
place, of a quantity of yellow pine plank, 
thick stufl, beams, and mast pieces, sutli- 
cient for two ships of 74 guns each, and 
two 44 cun frigates. The timber under 
this contract is now delivering. —Cortraets 
for timber, yet to be delivered, have } 

made at the eastern stations, the partic 
lars of which are net yet in the depart- 
ment. A recent contract has becn made 
at Philadelphia for white oak plank, thick 


. 7 . (> - 
pine plank, and beams, sufiicient for a 74 
H . . Ty, oe ' 
and a 44 eun ship; and for fifty sticks ot 


are chargeable upoi the appropriation of 
the 30th of. March, 1812.——No con- 
tracts for live vak timber have yet been 
made, as the transportation is mpractt- 
if collected in considerable quantities at 
landings accessible to vessels fit for trans 
portation, they weuld be equally so to the 
enemy, and the timber, when collectce, 
would be liable to destruction. As live 
oak is exclusively applied to the frac of 
timbers, which constitute the form an¢ 
mould of the ship, it 1s necessary that the 
timber should be cut and shaped, not on! to 
the particular curve for. which each piece ® 
designated, but to its true oblique dimen- 
sions ; otherwise great waste’ in the con- 
version, and expenhce in transportation, 
will ensue ; for this purpose it is necessary 
that dratights or designs of the conten? 
plated ships should he determined, prope" 
mou'ds made by which to cut and shape 
the timber, and mechanics employed 4 
superintend the exe¢ution of the contrac 
Hence, contraéts for timber of this ¢°- 


; scription cannot be made and gl 
“nd. im preparing several sets of- spare | with the same facility and certaty ” 
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ht rectangular timber. It is, there- 
ousidered that a state of peace wil, 
ch move favourable to the collection 

of timber of this description than 

of war, in whieh it ean neither be 
asported te the dock-yards nor deposited 
isulcty at the seacoast landings. Never- 
theless it is contemplated to make the ne- 
cessary arrangements for such supplies of 
suitable live oak timber as may be had in 
places of safety. ~On this subject it is 
very satisfactory to learn, that our re- 
surces ia timber of this kind are greatly 
sicnded, aa the abundance which may be 
procured from the shores of the bays and 
waters near the mouth of the Mississippi. 
This species of timber requires very little 
s.asoning ; six months’ docking will ren- 
der it perfectly fit for use. No further 
steps have been taken in relation to the 
dock-yards, than a general inquiry and pro- 
per deliberation, in order to determine 
upon the best scite in a central situation. 
The result has decided in favour of the 
tight bank of the Hudson, above the high- 
lands. ‘The motives to this decision were, 
from considering the contemplated ‘dock- 
vard as the nucleus, around which a’ great 
uaval establishment may be formed, com- 
prising wet and dry docks, forges; foun- 
Cries, boring, rolling, saw and block mills, 
blast and smelting furnaces, an armoury, 
hydraulic engines, rope works, manafacto- 
nes of sail duck, and -workshops of all 
kinds, which will require a copious head of 
water, readily commanded in this vicinity. 
Here also will be the main arsenal and depot 
of timber, and materials of all kinds, -and 
the principal dock-yard for constructing and 
repairing ships of war. Sach an establishs 
ment in any of our sea-ports, accessible to 
ships of the line, would form. so, great a. 
temptation to a powerful enemy-as to’ ren- 
der destruction certain, unless protected | 
by forts and garrisons of: the most formi-- 
dable and expensive nattire.—The natural 
defences at the pass of. the highlands, 
are such as to ‘remove all doubt on this 


subject, and supersede, the necedsity of at. 
J North Cayolinayin service, bee e wees we den 4 


large protecting force.—The Hudson .is a 
deep, bold,- noble stream; of easy and’safe 
tavigation, The surrounding country 
produces abundance ‘of iron, and_ large 
cvantities of hemp ;° and ‘the barks of the 

fudsou furnish a variety of timber fit for 
waval purposed. The communication: with 
the northera and weatera.dakes,..ia mere 
direct and favourable to the distribution of 





miyal and military _steres thaa any other | 
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situation that can be selected, The only, . 


obrection of importance that I have heard 


sugeested, 
opens 2 fortnigilt later, than at New Yerk > 
but this objection iS greatly overbilanec d 
by the extraordinary advantages , of the 
situation.—In order-to scleet the most 
suitable situation, a careful exammation 


+. 


and survey, under the direction of seme of 


is that the Hudson ut; this pare ' 
is clased by the ice a fortnight soaner, and, F 


4 


our most experienced officers, aided by a’ 


skilful engineer, appears io be indispen- 
sible, an opportunity for which has been 
prevented by the active operations of 
the war, and consequent ocenpation ef 
the officers best qualified for-this service.— 
. * . ' 
The number of seamen, ordinary seamen, 
and hoys, authorised by- law,-is indefinite 
and discretionary with the President, as 
will appear by. the following reference. 
The Act of Congress of the 2ist of April, 1806, 
vol 8, page 106; limits the officers, seamen, ore 
dinary seamen, and boys, to 13 captains, 9 mas- 
ters commandant, 72 lieutenants, 150 midship- 
men,and 925 seamen, ordinary seamen, and bays, 
There is no correct data in the department, by 
which to ascertain the actual number of seamen, 
ordinary seamen, and boys, employed atany ene 
period.. The longest period of enlistment being 
for two years, and in many cases for the @etitia 
service, for a shorter period; the namber is 
constantly fluctuating, and consequedtly can- 
not be correctly ascertained ; but it is believed, 
froma general view of the subject by the ac- 
countant. and myself, that the number emploved 
during the year 1813, has considerably exceeded 
the estimate forthat year. There is not at this 
time, in the department, suiicient data upea 
which to estimate the number of gun-boats acta- 
ally fit for service; some have undergone par 
tial repairs, while others have deteriorated — 
The follewing will shew the number on each 


station, and their prestiged condition, viz, 


. Gua-beats,. 

Portsmouth, N. H. in service... ....00++66 
New bury port GO... swore ve cqenee 
Boston Gas bs tte Vee 
Rhode Island. Geos t<tiet eee ree 2 
New London Ot. co sdcbictucs cote 
New York BOE so iho eee cian 
In ordinary, fit for sérvice........... ve 
Delaware Bay; in service.....+-eee00s7 
In.ordinary, fit for service ......+ & ++ ie 
Baltimore $2: SOBCICO eo 645 00 vc oe ow ok 
Potomac \ | MDEse pce go enescecte 
Norfolk, in seryice, and ready for ser- 

vice, but very lightly manned—re- 

cruiting as men Offer. ....6.ce0ees e009 Rh 
South Caroline - , ey oe OP F 
Georgia «. | Os. prc osqvovtcctved 
New Orleans } 4 
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+ When itis consteréd “hattix latge sloops of 
war have been DHF, eqtipped and manned, in’ 
our seaports, and threé slogps ‘of war and one_ 
shipof fane on the Lakes, within the preced- 

ing eight months; that three 71's ard three 44's. 
will be added this year, but which are a to be 
manned,and that provision stil! cals for building” 
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one J4and three 44's as soon as suitable mate- 
rials can be had; it appears to me that any far- 
ther provision at present for the increase of our 
naval force would pot add te its efficiency, and 
therefore is nut Mecessary ; except such as | 
have suggested in my letter to the Chairman of 
the Naval Committee of the House of Repre- 
Sentatives, a copy of which I have the honour to 
enclose; and even of that description, the num- 
ber ought to be very moderate, when the con- 
templated increase of our force on the Lakes,and 
the demand for experienced officers and seamen, 
which the very capid augmentation of our force 
has created, are taken into view. The flotilla 
service, moreover, isstill very deficient in men. 
We inay readily and rapidly add any reasonable 
number of vessels to our force, but their arma 
mentand ipany important parts of their equip- 
mentofevery description will be to fabricate. 
Tue cannon fouydries are few in pumber, and 
none of any note vorth of the waters of the Che- 
sapeake. ‘These have been, are now, and wil! be 
fully engaged during the present year, in fabri- 
eating the ordnance required for the force al- 
ready authorized. The private armed vessels 
catinotat this time procure their armament of a 
proper kind op any terms.—With the rapid in- 
crease of aur naval force, the promotion of 
young officers has been vecessarily very rapid ; 
aud those whose experience and talents have 
exalted our flag are comparatively few in num- 
ber. Therefore, however desirable it may be to 
ive the senior lieutenants separate commands 
in which they would be useful to their country, 
and acquire honour to themselves,it will leave our 
74’s and frigates and squadrons on the Lakes 
without officers of sufficient experience. This 
has been a subject of serious solicitude with some 
of our commanders; and the tenacious policy of 
our naval system precludes the admission of 
talent and experience from any other source 
than lineal promotion. It is true sailing masters 
lave been prometed to Lieutenants, ander 
special circumstances ; and L perceive no good 
reason why this experienced aad valuable class 
of officers should not be az regularly eatitled te 
er as midshipmen.— With these views the 
nourable Committve wiil be enabled to appre- 
ciate the arguments which L-have deemed it pro- 
rio offer for their consideration,—1 also beg 
eave to suggest the propriety of augmenting: the 
marine corps from the present establishment 
1,869, ta 2,052, and to increase the tumber of 
commissioned oflicers in the same propertien 
as im the ivfantry of the army.—-It is not 
necessary to recal the pecollection of the ho- 
nourable Commities to the gailapt part this 
distinguished corps has acted in ail the noble 
victories which bave. been achievéd ; nor touts 
character for discipline, valour, and patient en- 
durance of the mast seyere service on the Lakes, 
in which it.has suffered excessively, suffice it to 
say, fhat itis not surpassed by any body of men 
in the service of. the United States, though seén 
only in. the, back ground of the picture, and 
without the ordinary indacenients fo noble 
actions—a reasonable prospect of promotion, 
wee ares af the lauwel which it may help to 
gather. Lhe augiwcutation which | recommend, 
will be actually, vecessary for the ferce now ane 
thorised..as will be ijiustrated by the estimate 
which ae ry this.. This corgs is, mare- 
over, exceedingly useful at our several naval 
stations, and from its amphibious character cal- 
culated to render important services ia every si- 
tuation. We have a right, Sir. to anticipate. 
during the eusting summer the most urgent oc- 
gies for the vigorous employment of the flotilla 
r the defence of the waters of the United 
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question, how that forve is to he commanded 
with the best effect. That seryice is. at oo. E 
popolar with the regular officers of the n:, ia 
and the services of those officers wie 
fied for scpirate coummind are required to meet 
the increased demand Sor the ‘iegular naval 
force, particularly on the Lakes, which iS Very 
pressing. Those olhcers who are deficient 
experience, are justly averse to the flotillaser. 
vice: hecause they can acquire but very litile 
useful professional knowledge ; and, indeed, it is 
aservice in which those, who are to form the off. 
cers for the ships of war, ought not to be engazed 
— There are other intrinsic diflieulties in this ser. 
vice which are unknown on board our ships of 
war, The temptations to insubordination and 
vice are much greater in this scattered and ap. 
phibious kind of force ; and the rigours of naval 
discipline, unless tempered with judgment aud 
great moderation, discourage the recruiting for 
this service. Bay and river craft men, seamen, 
ordinary seamen who have familic:, riggers 
and naval mechanics out of employ, will en- 
gage in the service under a lecal commander of 
capacity and influence, when they will not en- 
gage for the regular naval service. ~As rank in 
our naval service can only be attained by regu. 
lar gradation, commanders of talents, Socal 
knowledge, influence and distinguished conrag:, 
cainot be commissioned for this service under 
the present regulations.. The necessity of the 
case, from the reasons which 1 have assigned, 
has induced the employment of a few acting 
officers with command, but without rank, in two 
of the most important situations, viz. New York 
harbour and the Chesapeake bay, These ap- 
pointments appear to have given great couf- 
dence in these districts, and the success in re- 
cruiting for the service on these stations, consi- 
dering the unequal competition of the military 
and private service, lias been favourable. | 
wast, therefore, take the biberty of suggesting 
the utility of providing by law for the appoint 
ment of four captains, with the same relative 
rank and authority ip the flotifia serviee, and 
the same pay and émolumeots, as captains 0 
the navy; and twelve Tieotenants with the same 
relative rank and authority in the flotilla ser- 
vice, and the same pay and emolaments, as licu- 
tenants inthe navy; but limited to the temporary 
employment of the flutilia wishout rank in the 
nuvy, other than in the flatilla in which they 
may serve, and snbject only to the orders of the 
President of the United Stales ; in all other re 
spects to be governed by the rules and regula: 
tions provided forthe goverament of Ue vot 
There is an object of geat importance, to W ic 

I could have wished w draw your attention. 
mean the re-organizition of the mavy dep 
ment ; of the necessity of which go one ie 
more sensible than myself; byt really my © 
culties have*been se clasely engaged with a 
nrultifarious objects and the current aod ine 4 
sant labours of the pr ar hoor during a perie 
of thé most active and important operation 
that { have had no leisure te deliberate es 
and digest a system satisfactory to miyse hod 
such as I can present to you at this time. ae ~ 
as it is better to labour with known evils (32 
hazard a premature aod inadequate y ny ™ 
have thou Ant it. best to postpone, the s0 ae » 
the present, respectfally submittivg, ic p 
the wisdom ef Congress to revise tie 59° 

it shall deem it now necessary. 


Ihave the honour to be, &c. 
Hon. John Gaillard, Chairman 
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States; and it has becotae 3 very interesting 
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